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1. Foxes only mate once a year in the winter months. The gestation time (or
the length of the pregnancy) is 49-58 days, and the average litter size is 4
cubs.

3. For the first few weeks the cubs do not leave the den and are completely
dependent on their mother's warmth and milk. After a month the cubs will first
emerge from the earth and will start eating solid food.

5. Once the cubs are around two months old, their mother will often leave
them for extended periods to wean them, but she usually returns to check on
the cubs and bring them food. If you see cubs by themselves, observe rather
than picking them up, assuming they have been abandoned.

7. Cubs play-fight to learn hunting and fighting skills, but also to establish a
hierarchy of dominance. By the time they are around two months old, that
hierarchy is usually firmly in place.

9. Some fox siblings form alliances and venture out into the world together
with the more dominant juvenile fox looking out for the less mature and
confident sibling.
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