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[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear ___________________________
 
It has come to our attention that ____________________ are currently trying to trap and shoot juvenile foxes on your grounds. Apparently you already culled the cubs’ parents and now are paying someone to shoot the four cubs. This is a shocking and senseless act of violence that will NOT solve your “problem” of fox faeces but only make it worse. 
 
Professor Dawn Scott, leading UK fox expert on foxes and head of school at Keele University explains: 
 
“Shooting foxes is not the solution. This is only a short-term “fix” and other foxes will move in. As they will be setting up territories, it is likely there will actually be more feaces as the temporarily vacant territory is disputed by other foxes.  I would recommend to use humane deterrents on areas they don’t want foxes to defecate in to try to persuade them away. Killing them won’t solve the problem, it will only cause more problems.”  
 
To shoot and kill innocent foxes after only seeking advice from someone who is clearly biased because they are profiting from culling foxes is irresponsible.  We recommend you work with Fox-A-Gon (https://fox-a-gon.co.uk/), a London-based “pest” control service who specialize solving fox problem in a humane way. Not only will their solution be more economical for you but more importantly it will be the ethical choice that you as a Christian school should favour. Your motto is “Live a life filled with love, following the example of Christ” yet you are paying to have innocent wild animals to be murdered just for doing what comes natural to them. Foxes have as much a right to live on this planet as we do and we should coexist in harmony.  Humans as the advantaged species have a responsibility towards the weaker species’ to treat them with compassion. If you proceed with the cull, you are teaching a terrible lesson to your students. You are de facto saying that the life of a wild animal has no value if it inconveniences us. There is so much your school and students could learn from this situation if only you are willing to open your mind to perceive this as an opportunity instead of a threat.  Professor Scott says: 

“Culling wildlife sends a bad message to the students - that wildlife is a problem, rather than part of a solution to the global issue of loss of biodiversity. Biodiversity has been shown to be beneficially to children’s welfare and mental health. Seeing wildlife enriches children’s lives and can be used as part of the curriculum on understanding ecosystems.” 
 
We urge you to reconsider your decision and call off the cull. 

Please get the traps removed and contact Fox-A-Gon to work out a humane solution.  We are also happy to advise on how to turn the presence of foxes into a fantastic learning opportunity for your pupils by using motion-activated trail cameras that capture the fascinating secret life of foxes on film.  Let's work together on this and turn this into a win-win situation for the young foxes and your pupils.

Best Wishes
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